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No matter how you send us your photos, please remember to include information for the caption, as well as the full name of whomever we should credit for the photo.

If we publish your article, we want to accompany it with compelling images that illustrate your subject. You know your subject best, so we are appealing to you for images. We hope this guide will help you. If the task seems overwhelming, see if someone else in your community likes taking pictures. They might already have great images to go with your article. 

If you would like to submit an article but cannot supply photos, that’s fine; however, you must let the photo editor know immediately, so that if we use your article we can get an illustrator.

Thanks for your contributions, and have fun!

Content of the submitted images:

If the story is focused on a certain person or group, include a photograph of them. Always get as close to your subject as possible. Photographs of your subjects engaged in their work or in their environment make for interesting photos. We will assume that any people in your photos have already given you permission to appear in Communities magazine. If you think this will be a problem, please take care of it before sending us photos. 

You may also include additional, ambient photographs of a home, like a table setting, food, art, or landscape, for example, along with your people shots. We are a magazine about people and communities, but every picture does not need to have people in it. Maybe the image is a row of colorful shoes next to a playground that suggests children, for example. 

Modern digital cameras put the power of making beautiful images in all our hands. Use the power and have fun!

Color cover photos: 

We pay $150 for the images we use on the cover. If you are interested in submitting images for the cover, please study the Call for Articles posted for that issue. The best way to achieve a winning cover is to study the magazine. Be aware that your image must work behind the masthead, cover titles, etc.—normally the top of the image should not be vital to the image meaning. We are seeking thought-provoking approaches to visually communicating community—images which speak in new and interesting ways. Surprise us. Think about what you would want to see/say on a newsstand. Feel free to contact the Art Director with images or suggestions. You will need at least a 6 MB camera at the highest resolution of capture for cover photos.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PHOTOS:

There are several ways to submit images, illustrations or graphics to the publication. 
Please choose the method that is simplest for you. 

Submitting images electronically:

Please submit your images as original full color jpegs if possible. Although the magazine is printed inside as black and white, the Art Director will do all the conversions to black and white or greyscale tiffs. Please do not send images already converted to black and white, unless you absolutely have no other choice. It is important that you set your digital camera to capture the images at the highest resolution or 8” x 10”; then we should have enough file size to print to the page. As native jpegs, they should still be less than 4 or 5 mg. Adobe (1998)RGB is the preferred color setting.

Though different cameras have slightly different formats, your image will be roughly 3264 by 2448 pixels at 300 pixels per inch (the preferred resolution for our print process). 

You do not need Photoshop to send us images—downloading directly from your camera to the desktop is just fine as long as the files captured in the camera are at the highest resolution. Check the camera manual if you don’t know this info. Also, it is best to have your camera color mode set to Adobe RGB, not SRGB if that is possible. 

To check file size if you have Photoshop, you can go to image size, uncheck resample and set the resolution to 300 ppi. You will notice that this produces an image that is a little more than 8 x 10”. Do not convert the images to tiffs; this produces unnecessarily large file sizes. All we need is the jpeg as it is downloaded from your camera. Please do not worry if your images seem too dark or too light and attempt to doctor your images in Photoshop, unless you have well-trained or practical skill with this software, and a color-corrected monitor. 

Photo-Sharing Websites:


The preferred way to share images is via an online sharing site. Some suggestions:


picasa (Google)
flickr (Yahoo).
photobucket.com
myfabrik.com
snapfish.com (hewlett-packard)
smugmug.com (ad free)
jamuse.com (safe, free and copyright protected).
facebook
...and a host of others!

Just open an account, upload the images you want to share (be sure to use the caption features—captioning every picture with names, location, etc. is very important) and send the link to layout@ic.org. 

Email: 


Alternatively, you can send your images via email. If you have access to both low resolution & high resolution versions of your photos, you are welcome to email us your low resolution versions for our evaluation and we can get back to you with a shortened list. If you email high resolution photos, then please, only one or two images per email.

Scanning:


If you need to scan images to send, please scan them as full color rgb and save as jpegs. Your settings are like those of the digital camera, set for the highest resolution or 300 ppi. Scans can be uploaded, burned to a CD or sent via email. Also, contact layout@ic.org if you have questions about scanning.

Snail Mail:


If you can burn your photos onto a CD, you are welcome to mail them to us USPS. Contact layout@ic.org for a snail mail address. 

Submitting hard copies of photos:


If you need to send hard copies of photos or CDs of your images, please email layout@ic.org and the Art Director will send you a snail mail address. For those of you who may not be electronically inclined, snail mail submissions might be the best option. Just shoot your images at the highest resolution in full color with a digital camera, take it to your best local Kinko’s or drug store and ask them to make a CD or make 5x7 snapshots, if that works for you. Be sure to pack your hard copies well, either in a cardboard envelope or with extra packing to keep them from harm and include a return address. Five to ten images per submission is standard, but more or less is also acceptable, depending on the situation. We will be responsible for return postage.

Use of photos:

Unless you specify otherwise, your submission of photos constitutes permission for them to appear in our print magazine and also possibly on our website, in digital editions, and/or in future compilations. 


Thanks again for helping us create a beautiful magazine.

